




81

Path to 
University

“Aylesbury College helps me 
to achieve my ambitions and 
reach my aspirations.”

The path to university couldn’t 
be simpler. Now you can study 
university accredited qualifications 
and vocational programmes at the 
new University Centre Aylesbury Vale 
(UCAV).

UCAV’s provision has been shaped 
in response to the needs of local 
students and local employers. The 
range of Foundation Degrees reflects 
employer and employee demand 
for Higher Education made more 
attractive by the option of achieving 
an honours degree top up at a range 
of local universities. It is designed to 
help the region grow by providing 
Higher Education skills that will 
make a difference to Aylesbury Vale 
businesses and to the community.

What does UCAV mean for Students?  
This new initiative brings together a range of courses and 
qualifications from a partnership of universities, colleges 
and training providers. They are all offered in Aylesbury 
Vale so you don’t have to travel out of your region to 
receive the Higher Education you want. The courses 
are validated by universities or are national vocational 
qualifications so you will know you are studying toward 
a qualification that means something for you and your 
career aspirations. The new centre is based at Aylesbury 
College.

What’s on offer?  
• �University-level study for 18 year olds and  

mature students
• �Part-time as well as full-time options to suit  

your lifestyle
• �Courses relevant to your current work or your  

future career
• �Full academic qualifications or short courses to let you 

try out Higher Education in bite sized pieces
• Courses to support your professional development.

All courses are at university level and follow on from 
Level 3 (or A level equivalent). Mature students without 
formal qualifications should not be discouraged – your 
work experience or professional qualifications can often 
be enough to secure a place. Alternatively the ‘Access 
to Higher Education’ course (see page 7) can provide a 
bridge into Higher Education if you need more academic 
or study skills.
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UCAV’s Vision:
To support the economic growth and wellbeing 
of individuals and enterprises in Aylesbury Vale 
and to widen participation by contributing to 
the development of a highly-skilled workforce 
with skills relevant to the needs of the local 
business community.

How to Apply:
The University Centre based at Aylesbury College, is the focal 
point within the Vale offering both teaching accommodation 
and services to support Higher Education students. Additional 
facilities at the College have been supported by partners 
within Aylesbury Vale District Council. For everyone living 
in Aylesbury Vale, the university centre offers opportunities 
to study at higher levels locally, a wider range of exciting 
professional and vocational programmes. The vocational 
provision focuses on the needs of local employers supported 
by a strong and enthusiastic partnership of universities and 
training providers.

Course Information

Management
Courses in Accounting, Business Management, Construction 
Management, Management Studies, Marketing, Leadership 
and Management, Mentoring and Coaching, Presentation 
Skills and Human Resource Management delivered at Level 4 
and above. Study is available part-time with flexible learning 
options available and the opportunity to develop specialist 
made to measure courses with employers.

Health and Social Care
Courses in Working with Children and Young People, Early 
Years, Classroom Support, Midwifery, Nursing, Registered 
Managers Award, Therapeutic Counselling & Return to Nursing 
Practice. Study available full and part-time with flexible 
learning options available and the opportunity to develop 
specialist made to measure courses with employers.

Teacher Training
Aylesbury College offers Initial Teacher Training courses for 
Further and Adult Education. The Preparing to Teach in the 
Lifelong Learning Sector (PTLLS) course is offered in the 
autumn, spring and summer term. On successful completion 
of PTLLS students can apply for the Diploma to Teach in 
the Lifelong Learning Sector (DTLLS) which is validated by 
Buckinghamshire New University. This course runs for 2 years. 
Applicants must be teaching in Further or Adult education and 
be able to provide evidence of at least 75 hours of teaching 
practice each year. In some cases applicants may be able to 
claim accreditation of prior experience and learning (APEL).

Professional Studies
If you are looking to work in exciting and rapidly expanding 
industries, with international career opportunities, alongside 
the opportunity to develop your skills and knowledge, 
Foundation Degrees in Hospitality Management or Spa and 
Therapies Management will enable you to work and succeed 
within a business context.  The emphasis for both of these 
areas is work-related learning, allowing you to develop work 
skills as you learn.

On successful completion of these Foundation Degrees, there 
is the opportunity to progress to a full honours degree at 
Buckinghamshire New University.

For more details:

University Centre Aylesbury Vale 
(UCAV)

Oxford Road

Aylesbury

Buckinghamshire

HP21 8PD

Tel: 01296 780280

www.ucav.ac.uk/www.aylesbury.ac.uk

Learner Services:

01296 588599
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Here we try to answer some of the questions that you 
are probably thinking about.

Will I have lessons all day every weekday? 
No, not on most courses. You may be asked to attend College for 
only four days a week. This avoids having long gaps in your day. 
When you are not timetabled for lessons, you will be encouraged to 
go to the Learning Centre, where you can get on with your work.

Does the College have rules?
Yes, you’ll be hard pushed to find any organisation that doesn’t 
have rules of some sort. You will find a set of rules summarised in 
your Student Handbook, which will be given to you at induction. 
Most of this is common sense: we want to ensure that everyone, 
students and staff, enjoy a safe and healthy College environment. 
For example, we will not put up with, behaviour that affects 
the safety of others, taking or selling drugs, damaging College 
property, theft, discriminatory behaviour, disruptive or abusive 
behaviour, low attendance, poor work or cheating with assignments 
and in exams.

Can I get help with travel costs?
This depends where you live. It is a good idea to contact your local 
authority awards section – see contact numbers below. The rules 
do vary a little.

In Buckinghamshire, for example, to qualify, Aylesbury College 
must be the nearest College to your home and you must:
• Live in Buckinghamshire
• Be aged between 16-18 on 1st September 2010

• Attend College for a minimum of four days a week.

If I decide to do a course, will I be thrown in at  
the deep end?
No – before you start you’ll have a good idea about what the 
course involves. When you start you will have an induction. You 
will meet your tutors and find out, in some detail, what you’ll be 
expected to do on the course. For example, you will be told when 
and how you’ll be taught and assessed. Following this, you will 
work alongside your tutors to make sure that you are on track with 
your studies.

So what’s different about College; is it the same  
as school?
At the College, we have a wider range of courses and programmes. 
Our vocational programmes, taught by expert Tutors, provide 
workplace related exercises and modules. You will be encouraged 
to take increasing responsibility for your own learning, though in 
the end, whether you’re at school or College, you will want the 
same thing – success! We will be expecting you to attend regularly 
and to be on time, mainly because if you are going to achieve what 
you want, you need to pass your assessments, and you will find 
that difficult if you’re not in College. 

Can I come and have a look at the College?
Yes, we hold regular Open Days. This year’s are:
Wednesday 11th November 2009
Friday 5th & Saturday 6th March 2010
Thursday 10th June 2010
Wednesday 10th November 2010.

You are very welcome to come along, meet staff and ask 
questions. You can come on your own, or bring your parents/
guardians.

Are there tutorials?
Yes! Every student has a personal tutor – usually one of your 
teachers. This means you will have someone to go to if you are 
having any difficulties, but also they are there to encourage you 
and keep you on track. As part of the tutorial process you’ll have 
regular reviews, starting in October with the ‘Right Choice’ review 
where you will be able to discuss your progress and any difficulties 
you might be having. 

Will my parents/carer be involved? 
We recognise that success is a three way partnership between 
you, the student, your parent/carer and the College. We will offer 
a range of opportunities for your parents/carers to be involved in 
your learning success.

Do I have to pay fees?
There may be fees for books and study equipment. For full-time 
students who are aged 19 and over, there may be a standard 
fee for the course which is payable each year. Additional part-
time courses maybe charged at the full part-time rate. For 
students studying Higher Education courses, actual fee levels 
will be confirmed when the College is in receipt of Government 
notifications. A fee will be charged per year. N.B If you are in 
receipt of means tested benefits we may be able to assist you 
with your fees. Please call Learner Services on 01296 588599 for 
more information.

What if I need some help with my work? 
We can help! You may require additional assistance with reading, 
writing and number work. Our application form allows you to 
advise us of any requirements. You can also tell your tutor or 
complete a Learning Support Referral Form. Additional Learner 
Support will be able to help you, 

Tel: 01296 588588 or Email: swigmore@aylesbury.ac.uk or 
jcoats@aylesbury.ac.uk or astanfield@aylesbury.ac.uk

Can I combine subjects?
Because we have lots of different courses, it is often possible to 
combine subjects. These need to be worked out with care. Tutors 
are the best people to arrange timetables and your options.

Will I be using a computer?
Yes! Some courses rely heavily on the use of computers, but 
on almost all courses you will be expected to use computers to 
produce your coursework and assignments. When you enrol, you 
will be given a login name and password.

This will enable you to use computers in the Learning Centre. You 
will also be able to access your files from home if you wish. 

Do students get good results?
Yes, our overall pass rates are very good, and they have been 
getting better year on year. 

What if I can’t afford to buy kit, uniform or 
protective clothing, or cover any other course 
costs?
For students who are having difficulty with the costs of a course, 
assistance may be available through the Learner Support Fund. 
The Fund can help with travel, books, equipment, exam fees and 
childcare. Please call in at Learner Services. 

Note: fees quoted are correct at time of printing; however, these 
may change, vary or not be applicable.

How to apply

1. Via the website:
• Go to www.aylesbury.ac.uk
• �Select which version you would like from full graphics, text only 

or for use with screen readers
• Click on the courses tab
• Click on the how to apply tab
• Click on the ‘Apply on line’ link.

2. Via the application form – see over

Contact Numbers:
Buckinghamshire: 01296 383938
Milton Keynes: 01908 252526
Hertfordshire: 01992 556765
Bedfordshire: 01234 228431
Oxfordshire: 01865 871670.

FAQ’s



Full-time and Apprenticeship courses – 
starting 2010 Please complete ALL sections on this form

Name:                                                    Contact Telephone:

Address:

Is your chosen programme:              Full-time             Apprenticeship     Please tick one box

If applying for an Apprenticeship, you will need to be in employment before the start of the programme.

If you would like us to help you complete this form, or would like to receive a large 
print version, please call Customer Services on 01296 588599.
We can help you at interview too. If you have a support need please tick      so that we may contact you to find out how we can help. Support 
needs may include sight impairment, mobility problems, hearing impairment, anxiety due to mental health difficulties, or other needs.

Your details
First Name(s):                                  Surname/Family Name:                                                    Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms

Date of Birth:                                   Age on 1st September 2010:                                                                             

Address:                                                                                                                                                                     

                                                       Postcode:                                                                                                           

Telephone Number (including area code):                                                                                                                 

Mobile:                                            Email address: 

We may contact you using text messaging to remind you about your interview, please tick here if you would NOT like to receive a text

Level of study, if known:        Entry         1          2        3        4        No Qualifications

I would like more information on University Centre Aylesbury Vale (UCAV).

More about you and your career plans:

Education details
Name of school/college attended:

From: (month/year)                                 To: (month/year)

Please give the name of a teacher or employer whom we can contact for a reference.  
It may be helpful to obtain references ahead of any interview at the College.

1st choice

2nd choice

3rd choice

Your choice
Please indicate your area(s) of interest in priority order. You can choose from: * �Apprenticeships 

available in 
these subjects

If your area of interest is not listed, please write here:

• �Access to  
Higher Education

• Accounting
• �AS/A2 Levels & GCSEs
• �Beauty & Holistic 

Therapy*

• Business & Retail*

• Childcare*

• Computing & ICT

• �Construction  
– Plumbing* 
– Painting & Decorating* 
– Brickwork* 
– Carpentry* 
– Electrical*

• �Creative Arts  
– Art & Design 
– Fashion & Retail 
– �Performing Arts  

& Media
• �Engineering  

& Motor Vehicles* 

• �English for Speakers of  
Other Languages (ESOL)

• �Hairdressing & 
Barbering*

• Health & Social Care
• Hospitality & Catering*

• Horticulture*

• �Pathways for Learners 
with Difficulties and/or 
Disabilities

• Public Services
• Sport & Recreation
• Travel & Tourism



What else can you tell us about yourself and the things you have done? These are as important as 
qualifications because they tell us more about you.

Interests:

Achievements:

Work Experience (including current place of work, if applicable):

Data Protection
The information that you have provided is subject to the Data Protection Act 1998 and 
will not be disclosed without your consent. It will be stored on computer and used to 
process your application. The only organisation with which Aylesbury College will share 
this information is the Learning and Skills Council for funding and evaluation purposes. 
Please sign the form and return to us. No stamp is needed.

Signature of Applicant                                                  Date
This application form must be signed and dated

LEARNER SERVICES
FREEPOST AL830
AYLESBURY COLLEGE
OXFORD ROAD
AYLESBURY
BUCKS
HP21 8PD

Grade

Predicted AchievedMonth/Year of examLevelSubject/Qualification

Your previous (or expected) qualifications

How did you find out about Aylesbury College?

Please sign and return, no stamp is needed, to:

Please tick these statements if they apply to you:
     I have not lived in the UK for the last three years

     I am not a UK or European Union Country passport holder 

If you have ticked either of these boxes, please speak to Learner Services.

Mixed – White and Asian

Mixed – White and Black African

Mixed – White and Black Caribbean

Mixed – Any other

White – British

White – Irish

White – Any other

Any other

Education details
To help us make sure we are serving 
the whole community, please tick the 
box which you believe best describes 
your ethnic origin.

Asian or Asian British – Bangladeshi

Asian or Asian British – Indian

Asian or Asian British – Pakistani

Asian or Asian British – Any other

Black or Black British – African

Black or Black British – Caribbean

Black or Black British – Any other

Chinese

Full-time and 
Apprenticeship 
courses – 2010



   
Filling in an application form: 
You can also apply using a paper application form and post  
to us using the freepost address at the bottom of the form.  
If you need another copy of the application please call  
Learner Services to request this.

What happens next? 
It is important that you are interviewed before you enter  
a course as this is done for a number of reasons. Above all, 
we want to be sure that you choose the course (or mix of 
courses) best suited to your skills, abilities and future plans.

For many courses, you need to have a minimum level of skills 
and knowledge in order to be able to join a particular level of 
study, which is why certain qualifications are specified. Also, 
national examination and awarding bodies that award course 
qualifications usually set down guidelines for entry to the 
courses they will approve.

In some cases, if you are 19+, tutors may be prepared to 
consider your experience of working life in lieu of formal 
qualifications, as long as they are confident that you are 
capable of completing the course and will benefit from it.  
Our experience has been that students who have a responsible 
attitude, and are strongly motivated, are those most likely to 
succeed. At interview you are likely to be asked about your 
qualifications and experience. Tutors will also be interested in 
your longer term plans and in why you want to study. They 
will be able to give practical advice about course options, 
course combinations, study routes and other things you need 
to know about. Verbal offers of places are made at interview 
and will be confirmed by a letter within 14 days. 

Please contact our Learner Services Team who will be 
happy to advise you.

Tel: 01296 588599

Email: learnerservices@aylesbury.ac.uk

Supporters of Aylesbury College

atg-training.co.uk bucks.ac.uk northampton.ac.uk beds.ac.uk brookes.ac.uk

The Healthy Living Centre  
Walton Court Shopping Centre  

Unit One  
Hannon Road 

Aylesbury 
Buckinghamshire 

HP21 8TJ

Graham Newman

North End  
Nurseries

 Bedding Plants, pot plants,  
hanging baskets,  
vegetable plants  
and perennials

For the trade and retail

  North End Road
QUAINTON

Bucks

t: 01296 655502

e: graham.newman@eurotelonline.com

www.northendnurseries.com

Tel: 01296 337 456

www.valevolunteers.org.uk

the logistics company

Same Day Courier Service, 
Next Day Delivery, Logistics 

Management, Including 
Storage, Pick & Pack and 
Distribution, International 

Freight, Exhibition 
Management, Merchandising, 

Breakdown and Clearway, 
Fulfilment & Mailing of 

Letters, Brochures, Samples.

Combined Carriers,  
The Logistics Company.

For further service information 
or quotations please call  

01494 564806 

Fax: 01494 565588

www.combinedcarriers.co.uk

Email: info@combinedcarriers.co.uk


